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monthly organ . . . that would record all my impressions,
as a Russian writer, before everything that I see, hear, and
read." The authorization was granted to him on condition
that the articles were not to be printed before being passed
by the censor.
The first issue that appeared in January, 1876, opened a
new phase in Dostoevsky's life.
The articles of A Writer's Diary are a continuation of
those published by Dostoevsky in Prince Meshchersky's
Citizen. In the words of their author, they form "a diary, in
the full meaning of this term, that is to say, a record of what
I was most interested in personally."
He was uncertain as to the tone that he should adopt.
"Would you believe me, that now with the first issue already
out, I have still not found the form of the diary, and I do not
know whether I shall ever find it. ... Thus, I have ten or
fifteen subjects when I sit down to write. However, I un-
wittingly discard my preferred subjects. They would take
up too much space, they would demand too much ardor on
my part . . . and as a result I do not write what I please. On
the other hand, I was too naive imagining that I could write
a real diary. A real diary is impossible; one can only write a
sham diary for the public. . . ."
This simulated diary, this diary for the public, neverthe-
less contains the quintessence of Dostoevsky's ideas. In it
he reasserts his "territorialist" doctrine attacking the Occi-
dentalists for attempting to transform Russia into a depend-
ency of European countries, and attacking the Slavophiles
for hypnotizing themselves with a vision of Russia as she was
before the time of Peter the Great.
He raises the question whether Russian progress must have